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reigns in the atmosphere. Would you seriously say, in that
case, that the vegetable feels nothing, and that the animal is
sensible? Would you not, on the contrary, be inclined to
declare that the tree is the sentient being, and that the star-
fish, the sponge, the madrepore, are the creatures which are
destitute of feeling?

Pause beside still water and seek for the polype or fresh-
water hydra which we have just mentioned. You will find
it difficult to disentangle this zoophyte from the reeds and
willows which surround it. You will find, at length, a kind
of membranous tube, a few centimetres in length. Is that
the polype you were looking for? Is it not rather the stubble
of some reed or grass plant ? This living twig, with nothing
to distinguish it in appearance from a herbaceous plant, is
constantly fixed in the same place, like an aquatic vegetable.
It makes some faint movements, consisting simply of the open-
ing and shutting of the orifice of the tube, which solely con-
stitutes its being. Sometimes it lengthens, sometimes it con-
tracts itself, by stretching out membranous arms, as fine -as
threads, by means of which it seizes and drags towards it
the water insects which chance to pass near it. This is tho
one single characteristic of its animality. At this rate, an
aerial plant, the fly-catcher, would be just as much an animal
as our polype, since it catches the insects which venture to
crawl upon its leaves.

At the bottom of the sea there is a very curious zoophyte,
the actinium, or sea-anemone. For a long time this creature
was confounded with the plants, and held to be an ocean